English Communication Skills Lab

Conditionals

Sentences with if are used to express possibilities.

<> Zero Conditional: sometimes sentences with if express certainty rather than
possibility. The ZERO CONDITIONAL is used to talk about something that is
ALWAYS TRUE, or that was always true in the past:
If Clause Main Clause
If + present simple / past simple present simple / past simple
e.g. If you mix blue and red, you get purple.

If | asked her to come with us, she always said no.

<> First Conditional: the FIRST CONDITIONAL is used to talk about the
consequences of a POSSIBLE action:

If Clause Main Clause

If + present simple future tense (will + infinitive)

e.g. If | write my essay this afternoon, | will have time to go out tonight.

<> Second Conditional: the SECOND CONDITIONAL is used to talk about the
consequences of a HYPOTHETICAL action:

If Clause Main Clause

If + past simple conditional tense
(would/could/should/might
+ infinitive)

e.g. If | wrote my essay this afternoon, | would have time to go out tonight.

< Third Conditional: the THIRD CONDITIONAL is used to talk about the possible
consequences of an IMPOSSIBLE action, i.e. THAT DID NOT HAPPEN:

If Clause Main Clause

If + past perfect conditional perfect tense
(would/could/should/might

+ have + past participle)

e.g. If | had written my essay this afternoon, | would have had time to go out
tonight.
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MIXED CONDITIONALS
Not all sentences containing if follow the same patterns as those presented on the
page above. The sequence of tenses depends on the meaning that has to be
conveyed:

- If Robert wasn’t so lazy, he could have been promoted. (He is permanently
lazy which explains why he failed to get promotion).

- I'll lend you 1,000 euros if it’ll help you to set up your business. (There is
nothing conditional about this sentence; the advantage is the result of the gift
of money. Here if means if it is true that).

- We would be grateful if you would send us your payment made out to the
order of ‘InfoMart’. (This is a polite request).

EXERCISE ON MIXED CONDITIONALS
Read the following sentences and answer the questions about each one:

. If he hadn’t bought a second home in the country, he wouldn’t be so short of
money now.

a) Did he buy a second home? b) Is he short of money?

. If he had bought a second home in the country, he would be short of money now.
a) Did he buy a second home? b) Is he short of money?

. If she weren’t so busy, she would have given you a hand.
a) Is she busy? b) Did she help?

. If she had been busy, she wouldn’t have given you a hand.

a) Was she busy? b) Did she help?
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Conditionals «»
Mappa concettuale

fatti sempre veri o If I don’t have a coffee in the morning,
f abituali Pm in a bad mood.
ZERO ; , procedure eleggi | [ Jf
ESENTSS RECENT SIMDI If there's an earthquake, the elevator
SDITIONAL PRESENT SIMPLE IF + PRESENT SIMPLE il i stops working.
fatti veri o abituali al If Mum and Dad went out in the
passato evening, I slept at my grandparents’.

ipotesi reali o possibili {fmyparenf.sbuym.eadogr,ﬂfmlk
nel futuro it every day

FRST
“MDITIONAL

WILL + BASE FORM IF + PRESENT SIMPLE

offerte, proposte e If you are late again, Il send you to
avvertimenti the headmaster.

improbabilio Ihadacar! Id drive
rmprmmmenmJ_{ . ooy

BASE FORM IF + PAST SIMPLE
MDITIONAL lmmaginarieo If I moved (o China, I would learn
poﬁsdhlﬁ nel futuro Chinese.
situazioni passate
che ayrebbero potuto Ifhe hadn’t criticised his boss, he
verificarsi e non si sono wouldn 't have been fired.
verificate
b e [ I you had kept your mouth sh:
THIRD WOURHAESPIST & F+pasTpeRrect i iDabme Mot wouldint ace known 15l
JNDITIONAL Jabbo spent the night out.
_ rimpianto o rammarico If I had accepted Sam’s invite to the
Verso se stessi party, he wouldn’t have asked Pearl.
sy - 7 sarebbero diverse nel [fmy parents had bought a bigger
WOULD + BASE FORM IF + PAST PERFECT prmn!:el}l_lel futuro se house, I wouldn’t share the bedroom
le condizioni nel passato with my litile brother:
fossero state diverse |
NDITIONALS i
WOULD HAVE + AST o B | (i hodajob, the bank would have
BARTICHLE IF + PAST SINPLE nel) pasmu sela I T )
oy
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601

unless

meaning

Unless has a similar meaning to if ... not, in the sense of ‘except if’.
Come tomorrow unless I phone. (= . .. if I don’t phone / except if I phone.
I'll take the job unless the pay is too low. (= if the pay isn’t too low / except if
the pay is too low. )
I'll be back tomorrow unless there’s a plane strike.
Let’s have dinner out — unless you're too tired.
I'm going to dig the garden this afternoon, unless it rains.

when unless cannot be used

Unless means ‘except if’. Unless is not used when the meaning is more like

‘because . .. not’. Compare:

- OK So we'll meet this evening at 7.00 — unless my train’s late. (= ... except if
my train’s late.)

My wife will be angry if I'm not home by 7.00. (NoT My-wife-twitl-be-angry

wtrttess-1-get-home-by-700. - She will be angry because I'm not home.)

— I'll drive over and see you, unless the car breaks down. (= . . . except if the car

breaks down.)

I'll be surprised if the car doesn’t break down soon (NoT #H-be-surprised

3 tenses

ttntess-the-ear-breaks-dowrnsoon. — I'll be surprised because it doesn’t

break down.)

In clauses with unless, we usually use present tenses to refer to the future
(see 580).

I'll be in all day unless the office phones. (NoOT . . ttrtess-the-offiee-twill

photie:)
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