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Anatomy and physiology terms 
 
carnassial tooth /kɑːˈnæsɪəl tuːθ/ 
large shearing cheek tooth: the upper fourth premolar and lower first molar in 
dogs; and the upper third premolar and lower first molar in cats 
 
constitution /ˌkɒnstɪˈtjuːʃn/ 
physical makeup of an animal 
 
debarking /dɪˈbɑːkɪŋ/, U-noun 
surgical procedure that cuts vocal folds to soften a dog’s bark; also called 
devocalization 
 
Elizabethan collar /ɪˌlɪzəˈbiːθn ˈkɒlə(r)/ 
Device placed around the neck and head of dogs and cats to prevent them 
from traumatizing an area; commonly called E-collar 
 
 
Descriptive terms 
 
docile /ˈdəʊsaɪl/ and /ˈdɑːsl/, adj 
tame and easygoing 
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dull /dʌl/, adj 
lacking shine to haircoat; also used to describe behaviour more lethargic than 
normal 
 
feral /ˈferəl/, adj 
wild, not domesticated 
 
 
gait /ɡeɪt/, usually-singular noun 
the way an animal moves 
 
gloves /ɡlʌvz/, plural noun 
white paws 
 
retractile /rɪˈtræktaɪl/, adj 
ability to draw back; feline claws can be drawn back 
 
stud /stʌd/ 
male animal used for breeding purposes; a place where animals, especially 
horses, are kept for breeding 
 
temperament /ˈtemprəmənt/ 
emotional and mental qualities of an individual 
 
throwback /ˈθrəʊbæk/, usually-singular noun 
offspring that shows an ancestor’s characteristic that has not appeared in 
previous generations 
 
timid /ˈtɪmɪd/, adj 
showing lack of confidence or shy 
 
unthrifty /ʌnˈθrɪfti/, adj 
not thriving 
 


