
9/11: tra 
continuità e 
rottura



“There was a before 
9/11, 
and there is an after 
9/11”



"The world has changed so much that it is hard 
to remember what our lives were like before that 

day”

9/11 Commission





Unilateralismo americano

Abbandono 
ABM treaty

No al 
Protoccolo di 

Kyoto

No al Tribunale 
Penale 

internazionale 



Peculiarità dell'11 settembre

• Vittime umane

• Armi

• Punto di svolta nella politica interna ed estera degli Stati Uniti

• Percezione trasformata del terrorismo



Fattori abilitanti

• Successi dell'Islam politico: Iran 1979, Afghanistan 1996

• Le dinamiche della guerra fredda e la loro persistenza 

• La politica estera degli Stati Uniti (+alleati) in Medio Oriente





Guerra in 
Afghanistan 
(2001-2021)



NSS 2002: tre pilastri

necessità e legittimità 
di un pieno 

dispiegamento della 
potenza americana e 

dei suoi strumenti 

(ri) definizione delle 
minacce all’ordine 

globale 

unilateralismo e guerra 
preventiva 



Guerra in Iraq

• Supposta presenza di ADM

• ambizione palingenetica della destra 
neoconservatrice 

• Debolezza Iraq

• Petrolio

• Opinione pubblica/politica



Strategia di Sicurezza Europea 
(ESS) 2003 vs NSS 2002

• Interpretazione della minaccia 
terroristica

• Gestione delle minacce







I dilemmi (e i limiti) dell'egemonia statunitense 
nel mondo dopo l'11 settembre

• I costi della guerra reale: intollerabili
• Potenza militare: utilità limitata
• Rifiuto globale dell'egemone
• Esplosione finale della bolla immobiliare/finanziaria: pandemia globale



"La storia non 
è finita nel 
1989 né è 

ripresa nel 
2001".



Obamania 



Barack Hussein Obama





Obama on Iraq, 11.2002
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sXzmXy226po

Obama on Iraq, 11.2002

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sXzmXy226po














Obama as… 

“Obama is a weapon of mass attraction” (T. Garton
Ash)

“The Dalai Obama” (Constanze Stelzenmüller)

“The rock star of US politics” (Guido Moltedo and 
Marilisa Palumbo)





"I believe in American exceptionalism, just as the Brits
believe in British exceptionalism, and the Greeks in Greek

exceptionalism..." 

[Obama, 2007]



Obama, Cairo, June 2009

“The interests we share as human beings are far more 
powerful than the forces that drive us apart. Part of 
this conviction is rooted in my own experience. I am a 
Christian, but my father came from a Kenyan family 
that includes generations of Muslims. As a boy, I 
spent several years in Indonesia and heard the call of 
the azaan at the break of dawn and the fall of dusk. 
As a young man, I worked in Chicago communities 
where many found dignity and peace in their Muslim 
faith. As a student of history, I also know civilization's 
debt to Islam…. I know, too, that Islam has always 
been a part of America's story”





“I have the blood of Africa within me, and my family’s 
own story encompasses both the tragedies and triumphs 

of the larger African story”

[Obama, Accra, July 2009







“My name is Barack Obama, of the Moneygall Obamas, 
and I've come home to find the apostrophe we lost 

somewhere along the way …. I  feel very much at home.“

Obama, Dublin, 2011







«The source of our friendship extends 
beyond mere interests, just as it has 
transcended political parties and 
individual leaders. America’s a nation of 
immigrants. America’s strengthened by 
diversity. America’s enriched by faith. … So 
in Israel, we see values that we share, 
even as we recognize what makes us 
different. That is an essential part of our 
bond” Obama, Jerusalem, 3.2013



New Convergence Europe/US

• Afghanistan

• Environment and climate change

• New strategy for Europe (Missile Defense + Nato)

• Withdrawal from Iraq



“But for the sake of our children and our future, we must 
do more to combat climate change. Now, it’s true that 

no single event makes a trend. But the fact is the 12 
hottest years on record have all come in the last 15. 
Heat waves, droughts, wildfires, floods -- all are now 
more frequent and more intense. We can choose to 
believe that Superstorm Sandy, and the most severe 

drought in decades, and the worst wildfires some states 
have ever seen were all just a freak coincidence. Or we 
can choose to believe in the overwhelming judgment of 

science -- and act before it’s too late.”

[Speech on the State of the Union, 2013]
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