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LASSWELL’S THEORY

THE THREE CHARACTERISTICS 

1. Multidisciplinarity  

‣ several different fields are working together  

2. Problem solving 

‣ solving problems rather than talking about it  

3. Explicitly normative 

‣ its not all about science and numbers

Harold Lasswell, 1902 - 1978



„PUBLIC POLICY INVOLVES THE DECISION TO ACT OR NOT TO ACT“

Thomas Dye, *1935



PUBLIC POLICY

THREE APPROACHES 

Thomas Dye William Jenkins James Anderson

Public policy is a decision Public policy is a process Public policy is a procedure 



ANALYZING PUBLIC POLICY 

THE PROCESS OF PUBLIC POLICY 

1. studying the nature of the political systems and its relationship to society 

2. search for connections of the political process 

3. focusing on the substance of the policy 

4. studying the outcomes



1. Information

2. Promotion

3. Prescription

4. Call5. Application

6. Termination

7. Evaluation

1. Invention

3. Selection

2. Valuation

4. Realization

5. Evaluation

6. Completion

THE POLICY CIRCLE 
of Lasswell

THE POLICY CIRCLE 
of Brewer



PROBLEM-SOLVING STRATEGY 

1. Agenda Setting 
2. Policy formulation  
3. Decision-making 
4. Policy implementation 
5. Policy evaluation 



LAST THOUGHTS
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