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FURTHER NOTES ON COMPOUND NOUNS 
 

 Compound nouns are nouns formed by joining two or more already-existing 
words 

 A compound noun is composed of one (or more) modifier(s) + a head 
 
EXAMPLES: 
action movie (open compound) 
singer-songwriter (hyphenated compound) 
artwork (solid compound) 
 
 Often a compound noun is also a lexical collocation. It happens when neither 

replacement nor inversion are allowed. 
 
 Other examples of compound words: 

on line, on-line, online (spelling evolution into three stages) 
a layout 



English for Visual and Performing Arts 
DAMS – A.Y. 2022/2023 

2 
 

a setup  
widespread 
moreover, nonetheless, furthermore (linking words) 

 remember that the first noun entering a compound (i.e., the modifier) is usually 
in the singular form, unless the first noun occurs generally in the plural form: 
a shoe manufacturer, a car factory 
needs analysis, media studies 

 when the first noun of a compound is a numerical expression, it is singular: 
a five-star hotel     a forty-page long novel 
a ten-floor building    a three-month English course 
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