
Prof CECARO MASSIMO

Verification source –
Criteria for evaluating evidence



Dr	Cecaro	Massimo



Dr	Cecaro	Massimo www.go-globe.com/blog/60-seconds/ 



http://www.ovrdrv.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Social-Media-Map-2016.pdf



User	Projection
social network 2010-2019







Dr	Cecaro	Massimo CHECK	!!!



Dr	Cecaro	Massimo



Dr	Cecaro	Massimo

Verification is based on a mixture of three
factors: 

1. The ingenuity and perseverance of the 
individual, skepticism and professional
skills.

2. The familiarity with the sources, with their
reliability and honesty, and the quantity, 
variety, and authority of each source you
can find and convince to speak.

3. The documentation
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Not All Pictures Are Real 
(….Why not?)

- Modified to influence opinions
- Enhanced to convey a point
- Designed to show techniques

…..Do you think the photo has been digitally altered?

…….Many people can’t tell when photos are fake. Can you?



Dr	Cecaro	Massimo

SOME	SUGGESTIONS…..
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http://www.amnestyusa.org/citizenevidence/ 
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Tracks on	FACEBOOK...	
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http://graph.tips/ 
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ALWAYS give priority to the 
official pages of recognized
and trustworthy organizations.

Statements that do not refer to 
reliable sources should always be 
taken with the benefit of the doubt
or should be verified as soon as
possible.
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Forums and blogs serve as the 
backdrop for the virtual debate, in 
which personal experiences are told

Attention!
they are particularly insidious
sources because they arouse
empathy but are not said to have
scientific reliability (indeed, they are 
often lacking in elements that should
not be overlooked...)
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Always check the dates: 

The timing of the dissemination of 
information is crucial for its
effectiveness: it is a good idea to 
check the date of publication
(should always be present) of the 
content we are consulting.

Information on treatment or alerts, 
which was correct at the time of 
publication a few years ago, may
no longer be relevant.
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We're not just looking for confirmations: 

Attention to the functioning of search
engines and... of our mind! If we search for 
certain words we will be returned pages that
contain them, orienting the results and 
influencing us. 

Not to be underestimated the working
mechanism of search engines and social 
networks: the web offers us, in the first 
place, information that follows our previous
research.
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Always	improve discussions and	
dialogue with	colleagues or	
specialists who can	help	us to	
focus	(better)	on	issues that we
do	not deal	with	on	a	daily basis
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PERIODICALLY	CONSULT	SPECIALIST	
PUBLICATIONS,	

CONSIDERING	
ALSO	PUBMED	AND/OR	OPEN	
ACCESS	JOURNAL
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Primary sources

Examples:
- diaries, correspondence, 
- original documents e.g. certificates of analysis, 
- biographies, autobiographies, manuscripts
- interviews, speeches, 
- case law, legislation, regulations, constitutions
- government documents, statistical data, 

research reports
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Secondary sources

Secondary sources offer an analysis, interpretation or a 
restatement of primary sources and are considered to be 
persuasive. 
They often attempt to describe or explain primary sources.

Examples:
•journal articles
•textbooks
•dictionaries and encyclopaedias
•books that interpret, 
•Scientific commentary
•dissertations
•newspaper editorial/opinion pieces
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The 10 evaluation Criteria for evaluating evidence on public 
health interventions 

1. Quantify the benefits (of a treatment, an examination, a 
product, a procedure) 

2. Quantify the risks (R=FxM)of the intervention under 
consideration

3. Properly assess the quality of the tests
4. Seek additional independent sources and assess the existence

of conflicts of interest
5. Doubts about news that only comes out of a press release
6. Establish the real novelty of the news
7. Compare the new treatment with treatments already available
8. Clarify the availability of 

treatment/examination/product/procedure
9. Provide an appropriate estimate of the cost of intervention
10.Assess the potential of disease mongering


