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Word Classes in English Political Studies 
(Advanced Level) 

**** Advanced Tips on Qualifiers **** 

1.  Inversion of Qualifiers 
Anastrophe (from the Greek ἀναστροφή = “a turning back or 
about”), also called inversion, is a figure of speech where the 
normal word order is changed. 
Here follows some among the most common examples in domain- 
specific English where the normal word order “1. modifier-2. 
modified” is changed into “1. modified-2. modifier”: 

• Attorney-General1    èè compare “civil attorney” 
         and “criminal attorney 
• Consul-general 
• Consulate-general 
• governor general2 
• director-general 
• Directorate general 
• heir apparent, heiress apparent3 
• heir presumptive4 
• president elect5 
• body politic6 

 
1 Plural forms: “Attorneys-General” and “Attorney-Generals” 
(see https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/attorney-
general?q=attorney+general) 
2 Plural forms: “governors general” and “governor generals” 
(see https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/governor-
general?q=governor+general) 
3 An heir apparent (plural form: “heirs apparent”) is a person who is first in line of 
succession and cannot be displaced from inheriting by the birth of another person. Italian 
equivalent: “erede legittimo”. 
4 An heir presumptive (plural form: “heirs presumptive”), by contrast, is someone who is  
first in line to inherit a title but who can be displaced by the birth of a more eligible heir. 
Italian equivalent: “erede presunto”. 
5 An “officer-elect” refers to a person who has been elected to a position but has not yet been 
installed. For example, a President who has been elected but not yet installed would be 
referred to as a President-elect. 
Analogously, the term -designate (e.g. Prime Minister-designate) is used in systems without 
direct elections of executive politicians, such as in parliamentary systems. 
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• fee simple7 
• court martial    èè compare “martial law” 
• air conditioning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6 It stands for “the political body of society”. Italian equivalents: “corpo elettorale”, 
“nazione”, “popolo”. 
7 In English law, a fee simple (or fee simple absolute is an estate in land, a form of 
freehold ownership. It is a way that real estate may be owned in common law countries, and 
is the highest possible ownership interest that can be held in real property. Italian 
equivalent: “proprietà assoluta”. 
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2. Order of Qualifiers 
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(excerpts from AA.VV., 1996: Text and Tools. Inglese 
per le Scienze Economiche, Sociali, Politiche e Giuridiche, 

Bologna, Monduzzi Editore) 
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