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Active or passive? – Complete this passage with either the active or the passive form of the 
present simple as appropriate.  
Live television ………………….. (1. to be) a television production broadcast in real-time, as events 
…………………………. (2. to happen), in the present. In a secondary meaning, it may refer to streaming television 
where all viewers …………………………… (3. to watch) the same stream simultaneously, rather than watching 
video on demand. 

Shows broadcast live………………………………. (4. to include) newscasts, morning shows, awards shows, sports 
programs, reality programs and, occasionally, episodes of scripted television series. 

A few daytime talk shows in the U.S. …………………………….. (5. to broadcast) live before a studio audience in 
select time zones. Shows such as Live with Kelly and Mark and Sherri ………………………………….. (6. to air) live in 
the Eastern time zone only, while ABC's The View …………………………… (7. to air) live in the Eastern and Central 
time zones. A separate program ………………..……………. (8. to tape) on Thursday afternoon for airing on Friday. 
Most other daytime talk shows and late night programs ……………………………………… (9. to tape) before a live 
studio audience earlier in the day and edited for later broadcast. 

Major entertainment events, such as award shows and beauty pageants, …………………………………. (10. often / 
to broadcast) live in primetime hours based on U.S. East Coast's schedule.  

Scheduling of live entertainment programming may be complicated in countries that …………………………….. 
(11. to span) multiple time zones, such as Mexico, Canada and the United States, where programming 
………………………………. (12. to air) live in the easternmost time zones, but may be delayed in order to air in 
local primetime hours in western markets (although since the last decade, Canada and Mexico have regularly 
televised all major live events simultaneously across all of their territories). 

Live television ……………….……………………. (13. often / to be used) as a device, even in scripted programming to 
take advantage of these often to great success in terms of attracting viewers. 


