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Tables and Charts

Guidelines for the Produc1on of Tables
• The table must have a clear purpose.
• The table must have an explanatory =tle.
• The table must clearly indicate the units of measurement
of the data.
• The table should clearly indicate the source of the data.
• Lines should be drawn where appropriate to draw
aBen=on.
• Row and column totals should be shown where
meaningful.
• Percentages and ra=os should be computed if appropriate.
• Don’t present too many signiﬁcant digits.
• It is easier to look down a column of numbers than across a
row.
• Give aBen=on to the spacing and layout of the table.
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Types of charts

STANDARD EUROBAROMETER 83

FIRST RESULTS – SPRING 2015

• 5.Bar
charts:
used
toOFcompare
diﬀerent
MOST
POSITIVE
RESULTS
THE EUROPEAN
UNION: EVOLUTIONS
categories or groups
“The free movement of people, goods and services within the EU” (57%, +2 percentage
points)
and chart:
“peace among
the Member
States of the EU”
(55%, -1)in
remain
by far the
• Line
used
for visualizing
trends
data
most positive results of the EU in the eyes of Europeans. Generally speaking, although
over =me
the top two items – peace and free movement – have switched positions since autumn
2014, this hierarchy has remained very stable. “The euro” remains in third position,
• Pie chart (used for presen=ng the distribu=on
mentioned by 23% of Europeans (-1).
of a single variable with small num. Of
“Student exchange programmes such as Erasmus” (21%, +1 percentage point), “the
categories
economic
power of the EU” (20%, unchanged), “the political and diplomatic influence of
the EU in the rest of the world” (19%, =) and “the level of social welfare (healthcare,
• ScaBer plots: used to show the rela=on
education, pensions) in the EU” (18%, =) follow, all mentioned by around a fifth of
Europeans.
between two variables
Results differ within, and outside the euro area: in the euro area, “peace among the
Member States of the EU” and “the free movement of people, goods and services within
the EU” are cited by the same proportion of respondents (56%); the euro comes in third
position (30%). Outside the euro area, “the free movement of people, goods and
services within the EU” comes first (58%), before “peace among the Member States of
the EU” (54%); “the level of social welfare (healthcare, education, pensions) in the EU” is
in third place (22%).
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Making Data Meaningful Part 2: A guide to presenting statistics

GOOD EXAMPLE of a stacked bar chart
Gender split of teachers in Ireland, 2005-2006
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For most European countries, population pyramids do not take the shape of a
pyramid
0% any more, but they remain a very effective way of displaying a great deal
of information on
the age and sex
structure of populations,
Primary
Secondary
Tertiary even more so when
they are “animated”, i.e. moving through time.
Type of educational institutions

So urce: UNECE Statistical Database

Line charts

AApopulation
is a combination
of two horizontal
charts,
representing
line chart pyramid
is an effective
tool for visualizing
trends bar
in data
over
time and is
the
age structure
of the
female andtype
male
a country
region.
Men are
therefore
the most
appropriate
ofpopulation
chart for of
time
series. or
You
can adjust
the
conventionally
shown
on thecommunicate
left and women
on the right.
When
you want
to
chart parameters
to better
your message,
but you
should
be careful
compare
different
population
pyramids,
it isand
usually
better
to represent
the
not to distort
the data.
This issue
is discussed
illustrated
in section
4.6.
percentage of men and women in the total population, rather than their number.

GOOD EXAMPLE of a line chart
GOOD EXAMPLE of a population pyramid
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Unemployment rate, 1990-2008
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So urce: UNECE Statistical Database

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/061026/figure.htm
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Pie charts
A pie chart can be used to show the percentage distribution of one variable, but
only a small number of categories can be displayed, usually not more than six. The
use of this type of chart is not recommended by many statisticians, as it can be
difficult to compare the different segments of the pie and, even more, to compare
data across different pie charts. To overcome this problem, the segments can be
labeled with their actual values. In some cases, the category names can also be
written as labels on the chart, so that the legend is not necessary. Segments are
usually best presented in order from smallest to largest segments, rather than
interspersing small and large segments.
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GOOD EXAMPLE of a pie chart
Making Data Meaningful Part 2: A guide to presenting statistics

Employment by major sectors in Latvia, 2007
GOOD EXAMPLE of a pie chart
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Source: UNECE Statistical Database

Source: UNECE Statistical Database

Scatter plots
AScatter
scatter plots
plot is used to show the relationship between two variables. It is the most
accurate way to display correlations, as illustrated in the example below. However,
A scatter
plot is prefer
used totoshow
two variables.
It is the to
most
some
analysts
use the
barrelationship
charts, as between
scatter plots
can be difficult
interpret.
accurate way to display correlations, as illustrated in the example below. However,
some analysts prefer to use bar charts, as scatter plots can be difficult to interpret.

GOOD EXAMPLE of a scatter plot

GOOD EXAMPLE
of aunderweight
scatter plot prevalence
Under-five
mortality and

Underweight
(%)
Underweightprevalence
prevalence (%)

Under-five
mortality and underweight
prevalence
in Sub-Saharan
African countries,
2003
in Sub-Saharan African countries, 2003

Under-five mortality (per 1 000 live births)
Source: Jamison et al. (2006) Disease and Mortality in Sub-Saharan Africa, 2nd edition, Washington D.C.,
Under-five mortality (per 1 000 live births)
The World Bank7.

Source: Jamison et al. (2006) Disease and Mortality in Sub-Saharan Africa, 2nd edition, Washington D.C.,
The
World Bank7.
7
http://www.dcp2.org/file/66/Disease and Mortality in SSA.pdf
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http://www.dcp2.org/file/66/Disease and Mortality in SSA.pdf
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